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1 Executive Summary 
This report is an appropriate assessment screening of a Part 8 for the proposed 

Tralee to Fenit Greenway.  The proposed greenway runs for c.11km and is located 

between Tralee town and Fenit village, Co. Kerry.  The greenway is proposed along 

a former railway line.  In the context of this project a greenway is defined as a 

cycleway that caters for pedestrian and cyclist in a recreational environment.  This is 

in accordance with Transport Infrastructure Irelandôs (TII) 2017 design guidelines - 

Rural Cycleway Design (Offline) DN-GEO-03047, April 2017 (referred to as RCD 

hereafter).   

The route of the proposed greenway is not designated as a European site (also 

known as Natura 2000 site ï the terms are used interchangeably in this report).  The 

closest European sites are the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to 

Cloghane cSAC, Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour cSAC and the Tralee Bay 

Complex SPA.  Two designations are located adjacent to the proposed greenway 

route at several specific locations.   

The aim of this AA screening report is to ascertain if the development is likely to have 

a significant effect on a European site and thereby require an Appropriate 

Assessment. 

In summary, in accordance with Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (as amended) and on the basis of the objective information and reasons 

detailed in this report, it is concluded that the proposed c.11km Tralee to Fenit 

Greenway, located between Tralee town and Fenit village, Co. Kerry individually or in 

combination with other plans/projects is not likely to have a significant effect on a 

European site (Natura 2000 site).  An appropriate assessment, under Section 177V 

of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), is not required. 
 
The reasons for the above conclusion are detailed in this report, but are summarised 
as follows: the habitat found within and in the vicinity of the former railway corridor is 
not annexed habitat.  No direct or indirect impacts to annexed habitats or species 
were identified which are predominately marine/coastal in nature.  The nature and 
scale of the works required to facilitate the construction of the greenway within a 
relatively intact former railway line are not complex.  Significant effects were not 
identified to annexed habitats/species from the proposed works.  Finally, the line runs 
through an actively farmed, agricultural landscape and disturbance/displacement of 
annexed species was not considered likely from the proposed greenway at either 
construction or operational stage.  The likelihood of significant effects to qualifying 
interests for which European sites are designated is deemed unlikely.   
 
It should be noted that prior to a final determination being made the assessment 
contained in this report will be reviewed on receipt of any additional information 
received from prescribed bodies or public submissions as part of the Part 8.   

2 Introduction 

2.1 Introduction and Background 

This report is the appropriate assessment screening of a Part 8 for the proposed 

c.11km Tralee to Fenit Greenway, located between Tralee town and Fenit village, 

Co. Kerry.  The study area and extent of the project are shown in Figure 2-1 & Figure 

3-1.  The development site is not designated as a European site (also known as 

Natura 2000 site ï the terms are used interchangeably in this report).  The closest 
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European sites are the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane 

cSAC, the Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour cSAC and the Tralee Bay Complex 

SPA.  Two designations are located adjacent to the proposed route at several 

locations.  The aim of this report is to ascertain if the works are likely to have a 

significant effect on a European site and thereby require an Appropriate Assessment. 

2.2 The purpose of an Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening 

This report is a requirement under the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC - Directive 
92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna.  The 
óHabitats Directiveô provides legal protection for habitats and species of European 
importance.  It was transposed into Irish law by the European Communities (Natural 
Habitats) Regulations, SI 94/1997, amended by the Birds and Habitats Regulation SI 
No 477 of 2011. 
 
The Habitats Directive indicates the need for plans and projects to be subject to an 
appropriate assessment if the plan or project is not directly connected with or 
necessary to the management of a Natura 2000 site, but is likely to have a significant 
effect either individually or in combination with other plans or projects on Natura 2000 
sites.  This was reinforced in the ECJ ruling against Ireland in Case 418/04.  
Specifically, Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states:- 
 
Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of 
the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment 
of its implications for the site in view of the siteôs conservation objectives. In the light 
of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to 
the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the 
plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the 
integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of 
the general public. 
 
In summary, an AA screening is an evaluation of the potential significant effects of a 
plan/project on the conservation objectives of a European site.  In a situation where it 
is not possible to fully demonstrate that significant effects on the site would not occur, 
an Appropriate Assessment is required.  Plans/projects that require an AA can only 
then be permitted after having ascertained that there will be no adverse effect on the 
site integrity of a European site1.   
 
 

                                                

1 Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland ï Guidance for Planning Authorities (2009) 



 

3 

 
Figure 2-1  Location of the proposed Part 8 running from the outskirts of Tralee town c.11km north/west to Fenit village. 
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2.3 Overview of the Appropriate Assessment Screening  

In the preparation of this assessment reference has been made to the following 
documents:- 

¶ Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland ï Guidance for 
Planning Authorities (2009). 

¶ European Commissions: Managing Natura 2000 Sites. The provisions of 
Article 6, of the óHabitatsô Directive 92/43/EEC 

¶ European Commission: Assessment of plans and projects significantly 
affecting Natura 2000 sites Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) 
and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC 

¶ Guidance document on Article 6(4) of 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC 

¶ Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) 
Circular letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 dated 15 February, 2008.  

¶ Department of the Environment (1994). Planning and Policy Guidance: 
Nature Conservation (PPG9) (HMSO). 

¶ The European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, SI 94/1997, 
amended by the Birds and Habitats Regulation SI No 477 of 2011. 
 
Further to the above, any project/plan must be screened for significant effects on 
areas designated as European sites (normally called Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or collectively as Natura 2000 sites).  
This screening should be based on any ecological information available to the 
authority and an adequate description of the project and its likely significant effects.  
The results of the screening should be recorded and made available to the public.  In 
any case where, following screening, it is found that the project may have a 
significant effect on the conservation objectives of a European site or that such a 
significant effect cannot be ruled out, adopting a precautionary approach an 
appropriate assessment of the project must be carried out. 
 
The European Commissionôs (2001) Methodological Guidance recommends a 4 
stage approach in undertaking assessments under Article 6 of the Habitats 
Directive:- 
 
Stage 1 Screening: Determining whether the project/plan óeither alone or in 
combination with other plans or projectsô is likely to have a significant effect on a 
Natura 2000 site. 
Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment: Determining whether, in view of the siteôs 
conservation objectives, the plan/project óeither alone or in combination with other 
plans or projectsô would have an adverse effect (or risk of this) on the integrity of the 
site. If not, the project/plan can proceed. 
Stage 3:  Assessment of Alternative Solutions: Where it has not been proven 
that measures considered will not avoid or mitigate the adverse affect on the Natura 
2000 site, then an assessment of the alternatives will be required; and if none are 
acceptable then stage 4 is required to be considered. 
Stage 4 Assessment where no Alternative Solutions Exist and where 
Adverse Impacts Remain This will involve assessment where the plan/project is 
considered to result in adverse impacts on the Natura 2000 site and no alternative 
solutions remain ï the imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) test 
must be met before authorisation, permission or adoption of the plan/project is 
agreed. This includes the agreement of compensatory measures. 
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2.4 Introduction to Stage One Appropriate Assessment Screening  

The Screening Stage is used to identify whether the project, either alone or in 
combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on a 
European site.  This report follows European Commission (2001) guidance which 
recommends that AA screening should follow a four step process as outlined below:- 

 
Step one: Determine whether the project is directly connected with or necessary to 
the management of the site. If it is, then no further assessment is necessary. 
 
Step two: Describe the project and other projects that, óin combinationô, have the 
potential to have significant effects on a European site. 
 
Step three: Identify the potential effects on the European site. 
 
Step four: Assess the significance of any effects on the European site. 
 
As the project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any 
European site, this assessment will proceed to step two of the process.  

3 Description of the plan and other plans and 
projects that, óin combinationô, have the potential to 
have significant effects on a European (Natura 
2000) site 

3.1 Step 2: Introduction  

This is the second step of the Stage One Screening process and provides a 

description of the project and other projects that, óin combinationô, have the potential 

to have significant effects on a European or Natura 2000 site. 

3.2 Site Location  

The site of the proposed greenway is located along the route of the former Tralee- 

Fenit railway line.  The route which runs for c.11km between Fenit village and the 

outskirts of Tralee town is shown in Figure 2-1 & Figure 3-1. 

3.3 Description of the Project 

A description of the Tralee to Fenit Greenway is provided in the Project Briefing 
Document for the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June 2018.  The report is in turn 
informed by the TIIôs rural cycleway design standards - Rural Cycleway Design 
(Offline) DN-GEO-03047, TII April 2017.  Where applicable, the following design 
standards were also applied to the greenway: 

¶ National Cycle Manual, National Transport Authority, June 2011, 

¶ NRA IAN 03/12, Provision for Cyclists and Pedestrians on Type 2 and 3 
Single Carriageway National Roads in Rural Areas, Feb 2012, 

¶ NRA Manual of Contract Documents for Road Works (NRA MCDRW), 
Amendment No. 1 (December 2014) to NRA Specification for Road Works 
Series 900 Road Pavement ï Bituminous Bound Materials Dated March 2011 
ï CC-SPW-00900-04, and 

¶ Specification for Road Works Series 1100, Kerbs, Footways and Paved 
Areas, CC-SPW-011100 February 2012 
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Figure 3-1  Route of the proposed Tralee to Fenit Greenway screened in this report. 
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In brief the greenway screened in this report is proposed along the former railway line 
that runs for c.11km from Fenit village to the outskirts of Tralee town (Figure 2-1).  
The greenway is being designed as a low volume shared use two-way cycle facility 
with pedestrians.  Low volume is defined as usage less than 1,500 users per day as 
set out in the aforementioned TII Rural Cycleway Design guidelines (RCD).   
 
In general, the use of the existing Tralee-Fenit railway line allows the following design 
parameters to be considered for the scheme:  

¶ Width ï the available corridor using the railway track allows for a 4m wide 
capping construction and a finished surfaced pavement of 3m in width, 

¶ Buffer - a 1m buffer strip from the edge of the pavement is the target 
objective.    

¶ Gradients ï  the use of the existing railway track line facilitates the 
achievement of the desirable 3% gradient.  Off-line locations have site 
specific gradients.  There are some locations where one or two steps below 
the desirable gradient are necessary, and   

¶ Drainage ï the existing drainage routes will be reused and rehabilitated as 
necessary.   

Specific design details for the paving; junctions and ancillary works are in the Project 

Briefing Document for the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June 2018. 

3.3.1 Paving 

It is proposed to pave the surface of the greenway.  This will involve (see Figure 3-2): 
o Using the existing railway ballast as the formation level,  
o this will be made good as required using 50mm crushed limestone, 
o where the ballast is not in-situ, the existing ground level will be excavated to 

sub-formation level a layer of geotextile will be placed over to receive capping 
layers, 

o capping will be 250 mm layer of 100mm crushed stone finished with 50mm 
crushed stone to formation level, 

o a minimum of 150mm of Clause 804 will be placed on this layer as sub-base, 
o a 40-55mm binder course will be placed over, 
o a 30mm surface course on the binder course, 
o finish level of the pavement will be higher than surrounding ground to allow 

over-the-edge drainage, in areas of cut drainage will be specifically designed, 
o edges will receive subsoil and topsoil to provide the buffer distance and will 

be seeded, and 
o final surface specifications to follow TII recommendations in RCD.  
 

3.3.1 Junctions 

Works at junctions with local access roads (public and private); agricultural tracks 
and/or access to residential properties will follow TII RCD guidelines and are based 
on a ñgive wayò crossing.  Physical infrastructure proposed at crossings ï gates, 
chicanes etc - will follow RCD recommendations. 
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Figure 3-2  Typical Cross section through the shared surface of the greenway (without 

drainage) 

3.3.2 Other ancillary design  

No repair or rehabilitation works are proposed to the existing bridge structures or 
culverts.  The partial removal of stone facing of an existing bridge embankment that 
crosses local road to Churchill at Kilfenora (chainage 3350) is proposed to facilitate 
sightlines.   
 

 
 

Figure 3-3 Typical junction details of intersection between greenway 

3.3.3 Construction Phase 

The works to construct the greenway will be undertaken in sections which is 
facilitated by the linear nature of the scheme.  Site compounds will occur at the trail 
head, at points where access is via existing local access tracks etc and/or along the 
existing track.  A footprint of 25mx25m will provide sufficient space for the 
compounds.  Once established site compounds will provide: 

¶ adequate storage space and welfare facilities to allow the construction of the 
greenway in an efficient and safe manner,  

¶ safe access to the public road network,  

¶ welfare facilities and canteen, secure lock up, storage space, room for plant 
and equipment and circulation space etc. 



 

11 

Once access and the compound have been secured (individual to each segment) it is 
then proposed to: 

¶ Install temporary fencing as required (stock proof fencing), 

¶ Removal of any overburden on top of the in-situ ballast over the width of the 
proposed route, topsoil and scrub, 

¶ All culvert crossings will be constructed or reinstated/repaired as required, 

¶ The overburden will be separated and stored for reuse on site or removed if 
unsuitable for reuse,   

¶ The ballast will then be exposed and brought to formation level using 
imported 50mm stone/granular base material as necessary, 

¶ Imported stone/granular base material, as necessary, will be brought on site 
to form the sub base to the design level and with the appropriate cross fall for 
drainage purposes, 

¶ Once the grading and compaction works are completed, a 50mm DBM Binder 
Layer to Clause 906 will be laid to falls and cross falls, 

¶ A 30mm Surface Course to Clause 912 will be laid to falls and cross falls, 

¶ The retained suitable overburden material will be used to complete the buffer 
strips,  

o All required line marking works will be completed and appropriate signage 
erected, 

o The final section of work to be completed will be the installation of the 
permanent fencing along with any speed control chicane structures, 

o Accommodation works are specific to the segment description and 
o On completion removal of all temporary construction facilities and return the 

access route and compound to pre-works condition. 

3.4 Description of the Site of the Proposed Project 

The project relates to the proposed conversion of a former railway line into a 

greenway.  In the context of this project a greenway is defined as per the TII RCD 

guidelines - a cycleway that caters for pedestrian and cyclist in a recreational 

environment.  The scheme will extend from Fenit village c.11km to the outskirts of 

Tralee town.  The development site, which consists of the 11km route, is not 

designated as a European site (Natura 2000 site).  The closest European sites are 

the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC, Akeragh, Banna 

and Barrow Harbour cSAC and the Tralee Bay Complex SPA.  The Tralee bay 

cSAC/SPA complex is specifically located adjacent to the proposed scheme along 

one particular stretch in the townlands of Kilfenora and Ballymakegoget (Figure 3-4 & 

Figure 3-5).  European sites within 15km of the proposed development are listed in 

Table 4-1. 

Four watercourses recorded as part of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) are 

crossed by the proposed route ï namely three tributaries (1st, 2nd and 3rd order) of the 

Pinure and one crossing of a 1st order tributary of the Ardfert_Oughter2.  They are 

labelled CR1, C4, CR5 and CR6 in Figure 3-6.  Site inspections of the route identified 

3 additional watercourses that the line historically crossedï they are labelled CR2, 

CR3 and CR7 in Figure 3-6.  All watercourses drain into Tralee Bay cSAC/SPA 

complex.  All the watercourses were historically crossed by the former railway line.  

One crossing CR6 now needs repair.  This is a narrow stream the will be crossed by 

a single span structure.  No other new crossings are proposed as part of the 

redevelopment of the railway line into the greenway. 

                                                

2 https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ 
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For this project site inspections were undertaken on several locations at different 

times of the year and in different years ï most recently in January and February 2018 

and previously in September 2012, March and June 2013 and September 2013.  The 

aim of the inspections was to undertake a baseline ecological survey and evaluate 

the nature conservation importance of the site at different times of the year.  Late 

winter survey is particularly relevant for mammal survey specifically badger.  All 

survey work informed the assessment of any direct, indirect and cumulative 

ecological implications or impacts of the proposed project as presented in this report 

and specifically as described and detailed in Kerry County Councilôs Project Briefing 

Document for the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June 2018 document.  Habitats were 

classed according to Fossitôs 2000 A Guide to Habitats in Ireland and nomenclature 

according to Webbôs 2012 An Irish Flora and Roseôs 2006 The Wild Flower Key.  The 

NRAôs Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts on National Road Schemes, 

2006, is used in the ecological evaluation of the habitats found during inspections.   
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Figure 3-4  Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninula, West to Cloghane cSAC to the south and Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour cSAC to the north, 

relative to the proposed Greenway route shown in blue 














































































































