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Your Plan,
your chance to
change the County

Suggestions
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Kerry County Council as a Planning Authority has a duty to make a Development Plan for its functional ar
and to review it every six years. The legal basis, function and adoption process for Development Plans is
out in the Planning and Development A00 (as amended). The County Development Plan sets out an
overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the county. It sets out the policy
framework and a Core Strategy within whitévelopment throughout theounty is promotedaind regulated
overthe sixyearperiod of the plan.
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The County Development Plan sets out the overall strategy of the proper planning and sustainabl
development of the County over a sirar period, within the context of the national, regional framework of
strategies and guidelines. Kerry Cour@puncil is commencing the process of preparing the new

Development Plan 2@22028. The Plan will set out the strategic spatial vision and future direction for the
county from 202 to 2028.

The Plan will cover the entire county of Kerry andiwidbrporateexistingtown developmentplans of Tralee,
Killarney and Listowels appendices
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Public participation (including the interests of children) is an essential element in the planning process, an
in particularin the formation of planning policies which will shape the future development of the county.

This Issues Paper is intended to eaage dialogue on the key topics important to the County, as well as
promote and support your involvement at this early stage. We want you to actively take part in shaping the
future of your County.

The County Development Plan review providesveral opportunities for pubic participation and
consultation throughout therocess.

With your active help and guidan¢éhe new Kerry County Development Plan can create a more attractive,
inclusive, competitive and sustainable county.

Submissionsfoa strategic nature only are invited at this tingte specifiassues cannot be considered
this stage of the plan formation process

The aquiestionscontained in this issues paper are desigtedet you thinking. You are free to submit any
relevant commentyou have on the Development Plan.

At this stage, we want to hear from youl!
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The diagram above illustrates the position of the Development Plan ifrigteplanning system hierarchy.
This Issues Paper is the first step in the preparation of the new Development Plan. The County Developme
Plan must be consistent with national and regional policies, guidelines and objecfiv8Bsategic
Environmental Asessment (SEAR Habitats Directive Assessnte(HDA), and a Strategic FloodsiR
Assessment (SFRAJI allinform part of the plan preparation process.
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The policies and objectives that are appropriate to the needs and future growth of the County have beel
influenced by theNational Planning FrameworiNPFand theRegional Spatiag: Economic Strateg(RSES)
for the Southern Region.

The planwill be guidedby followingthe National Strategic Outcomes of the NPF

1. Compact Growth Creating more attractive places in which people can live and work through
managing the sustainable growth of compact towns and villages.

2. Enhanced Regional Accessibilignharting accessibility between key urban centres of population
and their regions.

3. Strengthened Rural Economies and Communiti€&rengthening rural areas to play a key role in
defining our identity, in driving our economy and our higlality environment.

4. HighQuality International ConnectivityImproving access to our ports and airports.

5. Sustainable Mobility As part of the national climate mitigation plan support the use of electric
vehicles and smarter travel initiatives in the Electoral Area.

6. A StrongEconomy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and SkiBaiilding regional economic
drivers and by supporting opportunities to diversify and strengthen the rural economy, to leverage
the potential of places.

7. Enhanced Amenities and Heritagénsuring thabur towns and villages are attractive and can offer
a good quality of life. Investing in welesigned public realm, as well as recreational infrastructure.
Providing amenities in rural areas, such as national and forest parks, abtsgigyg tourism andrails
such as greenways.

8. Transition to Sustainable EnergyThe National Climate Policy Position establishes the national
objective of achieving transition to a competitive, low carbon, climatglient and environmentally
sustainable economy by 2050.

9. Sushinable Management of Water and other Environmental Resourdgsnserving and enhancing
the quality of these resources will also become more important in a crowded and competitive world
as well as our capacity to create beneficial uses from products prelyiconsidered as waste,
creating circular economic benefits.

10.Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health SesviG®od access to a range of quality
education and health services, relative to the scale of a region, city, town, neighbourhood or
community is a defining characteristic of attractive, successful and competitive places. Compact
smart growth in urban areas and strong and stable rural communities will enable the enhanced anc
effective provision of a range of accessible services.
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Strategic development plans are shaped by the secimnomic, environmental and related challenges that
prevail at given times. This issues paper at the commencement of the next Kerry County Development PI
is shaped by the significant challengessociated with the particular economic and social characteristics of
the county, also by the global challenges associated with climate change and the significant impact ef COV
19, which is having a profound bearing on societal and economic activityidedlly and globally.

The economic crisis caused by COYADs having widespread, rapid and profound economic consequences.
Prospects for the remainder of 2020 and 2021 are poor and it is anticipated that there may be longer lastin
adverse effectsnl particular the Kerry economy is exposed to the negative impact posed by CTVIhe
dominant economic sectors in Kerry are tourism and related services, wholesale and retail, agriculture
manufacturing and local services, which towns, smaller settfgmand their hinterlands rely on to generate
economic activity. All of these sectors have been impacted by CCMbDt it is widely accepted that tourism

and travel is expected to be the most adversely affected by CO¥roughout the global economynd
among the last industry sectors to emerge from same. Global tourism and travel is testitoalecline by
60-80% in 2020 (UN World Tourism Organisation, May 2@&@)a sight recovery projected for 202

In response to the major impact th&OVIBL9 has had on both the@mnomic and community life of the
County, Kerry County Council hestablished ceprdinated structures through the Community Forum and
through the Business Leaders and Interests Taekcé to respond to the immediate and lowgrm
chdlenges associated with COVIDB. A number of initiatives have been put in place including the
establishment of community and business support lines, a comprehensive community and agency respon
to vulnerable groups, information portals, grant supportgbinars, training and marketing campaigns and

a range of other measures to identify the impact and respond to CQ¥ID

As part of this respong€erry County Council has published a comprehensive assessment of the anticipate
economic impact of th&€OVIBL9 pandemic on County Kerry. The analysis, compiled by an independent
economist, James Dorgan, and with input from Kerry Tourism Industry Federation, IT Tralee, Kerry Chamb
Network and the wider business sector in the county, identifies the amgdle posed by the current public
health emergency and will inform local actions and policies to achieve economic recovery locally in th
months and years ahead.
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significant economic consequences in Kerry, particularly given its exposure in the tourism sector. Drawir
on existing and newessearch, the report finds that the impact will equate to a loss to the Kerry economy of
€1 billion in income in 2020, with approximately 40% of that loss of income being borne by the tourism
industry. Policy formulation in the County Development Plan magtnowledge the significant economic
challenges posed by COVIB in affected sectors while at the same time taking cognisance of new economic
opportunities in the form of remote working and technology.
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The County Development Plandr@ne main goals for the future development of the Countyhich are in
line with the Kerry County Council Corporate Plaatidhal Planning Frameworkand Regional Spatial &
EconomicSrategy. The policies and objectives in this Plan will assiscimeving these goal¥hese include:
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To promote the growth of a sustainable and strong economy.

To attract inward investment and people into the County and stem outward migration from the
County.

Promote a high quality of life.

To promote the creation cttractive vibrant settlements that provide a high quality of life for our
citizens.

Strengthening théabric ofrural areasand villages and supporting the communities who live there.
To maintain and provide additional services for our citizens, iovestind visitors.

To protect and enhance the natural and built environment.

To support climate change and adaptation.

Actively strive to secure the financial resources and funding to achieve policies and objective:
contained in the County Development Plan.

What is your vision for County Kerry-
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Sources: Census 2016, Failte Ireland, Kerry County Council



Promoting Kerry as an
attractive place to invest in

Provision of higkguality
employment and economi
opportunities in the County

Facilitate the economic
recovery of the County pos
COVIEL9 & Brexit.

Diversification of economi
activity in the County.

Building on the strengths o
the County.

Increasing the population i
our towns and villages.

Balance between
urban/rural living.

Sustainable living,
agriculture and food
sourcing.
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Achieving compact growth
in all our settlements. X

Reducing our carbon
footprint and achieving
national target of net zero
emissions by 2050.

Living sustainably without
compromising future
generations.

Accommodating the needs
of our ageing and diverse
households.

Promoting town centre
vibrancy and vitality.

Creating high quality urban
and rural environments.

The upgrade and provision
of water infrastructure in
our settlements.

Protecting and enhancing
green infrastructure and
biodiversity.

































































































