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LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
Kerry County Council as a Planning Authority has a duty to make a Development Plan for its functional area 

and to review it every six years. The legal basis, function and adoption process for Development Plans is set 

out in the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). The County Development Plan sets out an 

overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the county. It sets out the policy 

framework and a Core Strategy within which development throughout the county is promoted and regulated 

over the six-year period of the plan. 
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΚ 
The County Development Plan sets out the overall strategy of the proper planning and sustainable 

development of the County over a six-year period, within the context of the national, regional framework of 

strategies and guidelines. Kerry County Council is commencing the process of preparing the new 

Development Plan 2022-2028. The Plan will set out the strategic spatial vision and future direction for the 

county from 2022 to 2028. 

 

The Plan will cover the entire county of Kerry and will incorporate existing town development plans of Tralee, 

Killarney and Listowel as appendices.  

 

 

{ǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ 
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LǎǎǳŜǎ tŀǇŜǊ 
Public participation (including the interests of children) is an essential element in the planning process, and 

in particular in the formation of planning policies which will shape the future development of the county. 

 

This Issues Paper is intended to encourage dialogue on the key topics important to the County, as well as 

promote and support your involvement at this early stage. We want you to actively take part in shaping the 

future of your County.   

 

The County Development Plan review provides several opportunities for public participation and 

consultation throughout the process.  

 

With your active help and guidance, the new Kerry County Development Plan can create a more attractive, 

inclusive, competitive and sustainable county.  

 

Submissions of a strategic nature only are invited at this time; site specific issues cannot be considered at 

this stage of the plan formation process. 

 

The questions contained in this issues paper are designed to get you thinking. You are free to submit any 

relevant comments you have on the Development Plan. 

At this stage, we want to hear from you!   
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/ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The diagram above illustrates the position of the Development Plan in the Irish planning system hierarchy. 

This Issues Paper is the first step in the preparation of the new Development Plan. The County Development 

Plan must be consistent with national and regional policies, guidelines and objectives. A Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA), a Habitats Directive Assessment (HDA), and a Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment (SFRA) will all inform part of the plan preparation process. 
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bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 
The policies and objectives that are appropriate to the needs and future growth of the County have been 

influenced by the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) 

for the Southern Region.   

 

The plan will be guided by following the National Strategic Outcomes of the NPF: 

 

1. Compact Growth. Creating more attractive places in which people can live and work through 

managing the sustainable growth of compact towns and villages. 

2. Enhanced Regional Accessibility. Enhancing accessibility between key urban centres of population 

and their regions.  

3. Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities. Strengthening rural areas to play a key role in 

defining our identity, in driving our economy and our high-quality environment. 

4. High-Quality International Connectivity. Improving access to our ports and airports. 

5. Sustainable Mobility. As part of the national climate mitigation plan support the use of electric 

vehicles and smarter travel initiatives in the Electoral Area.   

6. A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills. Building regional economic 

drivers and by supporting opportunities to diversify and strengthen the rural economy, to leverage 

the potential of places. 

7. Enhanced Amenities and Heritage. Ensuring that our towns and villages are attractive and can offer 

a good quality of life. Investing in well-designed public realm, as well as recreational infrastructure. 

Providing amenities in rural areas, such as national and forest parks, activity-based tourism and trails 

such as greenways. 

8. Transition to Sustainable Energy. The National Climate Policy Position establishes the national 

objective of achieving transition to a competitive, low carbon, climate-resilient and environmentally 

sustainable economy by 2050. 

9. Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resources. Conserving and enhancing 

the quality of these resources will also become more important in a crowded and competitive world 

as well as our capacity to create beneficial uses from products previously considered as waste, 

creating circular economic benefits. 

10. Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services. Good access to a range of quality 

education and health services, relative to the scale of a region, city, town, neighbourhood or 

community is a defining characteristic of attractive, successful and competitive places. Compact, 

smart growth in urban areas and strong and stable rural communities will enable the enhanced and 

effective provision of a range of accessible services. 
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/h±L5πмф 
Strategic development plans are shaped by the socio-economic, environmental and related challenges that 

prevail at given times. This issues paper at the commencement of the next Kerry County Development Plan 

is shaped by the significant challenges associated with the particular economic and social characteristics of 

the county, also by the global challenges associated with climate change and the significant impact of COVID-

19, which is having a profound bearing on societal and economic activity both locally and globally.  

 

The economic crisis caused by COVID-19 is having widespread, rapid and profound economic consequences. 

Prospects for the remainder of 2020 and 2021 are poor and it is anticipated that there may be longer lasting 

adverse effects. In particular, the Kerry economy is exposed to the negative impact posed by COVID-19. The 

dominant economic sectors in Kerry are tourism and related services, wholesale and retail, agriculture, 

manufacturing and local services, which towns, smaller settlements and their hinterlands rely on to generate 

economic activity. All of these sectors have been impacted by COVID-19 but it is widely accepted that tourism 

and travel is expected to be the most adversely affected by COVID-19 throughout the global economy and 

among the last industry sectors to emerge from same. Global tourism and travel is estimated to decline by 

60-80% in 2020 (UN World Tourism Organisation, May 2020) with a slight recovery projected for 2021.  

 

In response to the major impact that COVID-19 has had on both the economic and community life of the 

County, Kerry County Council has established co-ordinated structures through the Community Forum and 

through the Business Leaders and Interests Task Force to respond to the immediate and long-term 

challenges associated with COVID-19. A number of initiatives have been put in place including the 

establishment of community and business support lines, a comprehensive community and agency response 

to vulnerable groups, information portals, grant supports, webinars, training and marketing campaigns and 

a range of other measures to identify the impact and respond to COVID-19.  

 

As part of this response Kerry County Council has published a comprehensive assessment of the anticipated 

economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on County Kerry. The analysis, compiled by an independent 

economist, James Dorgan, and with input from Kerry Tourism Industry Federation, IT Tralee, Kerry Chambers 

Network and the wider business sector in the county, identifies the challenges posed by the current public 

health emergency and will inform local actions and policies to achieve economic recovery locally in the 

months and years ahead. 

 

5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ Economic Impact of 

COVID-мф ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ YŜǊǊȅΩ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΣ 

significant economic consequences in Kerry, particularly given its exposure in the tourism sector. Drawing 

on existing and new research, the report finds that the impact will equate to a loss to the Kerry economy of 

ϵ1 billion in income in 2020, with approximately 40% of that loss of income being borne by the tourism 

industry. Policy formulation in the County Development Plan must acknowledge the significant economic 

challenges posed by COVID-19 in affected sectors while at the same time taking cognisance of new economic 

opportunities in the form of remote working and technology.  
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/ƻǊŜ !ƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ 
The County Development Plan has nine main goals for the future development of the County, which are in 

line with the Kerry County Council Corporate Plan, National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial & 

Economic Strategy. The policies and objectives in this Plan will assist in achieving these goals. These include: 

 

¶ To promote the growth of a sustainable and strong economy. 

¶ To attract inward investment and people into the County and stem outward migration from the 

County. 

¶ Promote a high quality of life. 

¶ To promote the creation of attractive vibrant settlements that provide a high quality of life for our 

citizens. 

¶ Strengthening the fabric of rural areas and villages and supporting the communities who live there.   

¶ To maintain and provide additional services for our citizens, investors and visitors. 

¶ To protect and enhance the natural and built environment. 

¶ To support climate change and adaptation. 

¶ Actively strive to secure the financial resources and funding to achieve policies and objectives 

contained in the County Development Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your vision for County Kerry? 
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YŜǊǊȅ ŀǘ ŀ DƭŀƴŎŜ 
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YŜȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ²Ŝ CŀŎŜΗ 
 

 
 
 

Promoting Kerry as an 
attractive place to invest in.

Provision of high-quality 
employment and economic 
opportunities in the County.

Facilitate the economic 
recovery of the County post 

COVID-19 & Brexit.

Diversification of economic 
activity in the County.

Building on the strengths of 
the County.

Increasing the population in 
our towns and villages.

Balance between 
urban/rural living.

Sustainable living, 
agriculture and food 

sourcing.

Achieving compact growth 
in all our settlements.

Reducing our carbon 
footprint and achieving 

national target of net zero 
emissions by 2050.

Living sustainably without 
compromising future 

generations.

Accommodating the needs 
of our ageing and diverse 

households. 

Promoting town centre 
vibrancy and vitality.

Creating high quality urban 
and rural environments.

The upgrade and provision 
of water infrastructure in 

our settlements.

Protecting and enhancing 
green infrastructure and 

biodiversity.
































































