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1. Executive Summary 
In order to determine the potential significant effects, if any, on the environment from 
the proposed Part 8 to extend the existing St Maryôs Car Park, Green Street, Dingle, 
Co Kerry, a screening for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was undertaken.  
The likely significant effects on the environment of the proposed development were 
assessed.  The assessment is contained in this report.  No significant effects on the 
environment from the proposed development were identified.   
 
It should be noted that prior to a final determination being made the assessment 
contained in this report will be reviewed on receipt of any additional information 
received from prescribed bodies or public submissions as part of the Part 8.  At this 
stage however, no significant effects on the environment from the proposed 
development were identified.  It is considered, and without prejudice, that an EIA is 
not required at this stage. 

2. Introduction 

2.1. Introduction and Project Background 

This report is the screening for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the 
proposed Part 8 to extend the existing St Maryôs Car Park, Green Street, Dingle, Co 
Kerry.  The location of the site assessed in this EIA screening report is shown in 
Figure 2-1 & images in Appendix 1.  The works are also accompanied by a Habitats 
Directive Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. 

2.2. Legislative Context 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of projects is a key instrument of 
European Union (EU) environmental policy.  The directive requires that public and 
private projects that are likely to have significant effects on the environment be made 
subject to an assessment prior to development consent being given.  The EIA 
Directive is currently governed by the terms of EU Directive 2011/92/EU, as 
amended by Directive 2014/52/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public 
and private projects on the environment (EIA Directive).  It should be noted that the 
provisions of EIA Directive 2014/52/EU (hereafter called the 2014 EIA Directive) 
came into effect in Ireland in May 2017.  The provisions are detailed in Circular Letter 
PL 1/ 2017 and accompanying Transposition of 2014 EIA Directive (2014/52/EU) in 
the Land Use Planning and EPA Licensing Systems, Key Issues Consultation Paper 
issued from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government in May 2017 to relevant competent authorities (CAs).  Due cognisance 
of both documents underpins this report and is discussed briefly below.   
 
The EIA process involves a number of stages, namely screening; scoping and the 
production of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR)1.  Screening is the 
first stage in the EIA process.  It determines whether an EIA is required for a specific 
project.  Further to the 2014 EIA Directive the requirements for screening are also 
governed by Article 4, Annex III and Annex IIa.  Amendments were made to Article 4 
and Annex III while Annex IIa is a newly introduced provision.  In addition changes to 
Article 3(1) on the factors to be assessed for significant effects under the Directive 
have also been amended (see Section 2.3 below for a further discussion on same).  
These changes to Article 3(1) are applicable to screening.  
 

                                                
1 Previously referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 



2 

 

 
Figure 2-1  Location of the proposed Part 8 in Dingle, Co Kerry. 
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The EIA Directive outlines in Article 4(1) Annex I projects that require a mandatory 
EIA.  Article 4(2) outlines Annex II projects that require consideration for EIA further 
to a case-by-case examination or through thresholds and criteria set by Member 
States.  The 2014 EIA Directive makes no changes to the class of projects that fall 
within EIA.  In an Irish context, projects requiring a mandatory EIA or consideration 
for EIA further to a case-by-case examination or thresholds are still therefore listed in 
Schedule 5, Part 1 and 2 respectively, of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001 (as amended).  Under Schedule 5, Part 2 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001, as amended, this proposal (construction of a car park) is a sub-
threshold project.  In the case of developments which are under the relevant EIA 
threshold (500 car spaces), planning authorities are required under article 103 of the 
2001 Regulations, as amended, to request EIS (now an EIAR) where it considers 
that the proposed development is likely to have significant environmental effects.  In 
such cases the significant effects of the project on the environment are assessed 
relative to criteria outlined in Schedule 7 of the regulations, namely the projectôs 
characteristics; sensitivity of the project location and characterisation of potential 
impacts.  Schedule 7 specifically transposed Annex III of the EIA Directive.  Further 
to the 2014 EIA Directive amendments to Annex III were made to these three 
screening criteria.  Existing and new criteria, as outlined in the Circular Letter 1/2017, 
will be used in this report (see Table 4-2).   

2.2.1. Screening of Works in this Report.  

Further to the above, this report relates to the screening for an EIA of a proposed 
Part 8 to extend the existing St Maryôs Car Park on Green Street, Dingle, Co Kerry.  
The project will be screened to determine if there is likely to be significant effects on 
the environment from the implementation of the project and thereby warrant an EIA.  
In addition to the existing provisions in relation screening, the amendments made to 
Article 4, Annex III and new Annex IIa resulting from the 2014 EIA Directive have 
also been incorporated into this report.   
 
This report is written in accordance with guidelines provided in: 

¶ Guidance for EIA Screening, European Commission, June 2001,  

¶ Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in an EIS, EPA, March 2002, 

¶ EIA, Guidance for Consent Authorities Regarding Sub-Threshold 
Development, DoEHLG, August 2003. 

¶ Environmental Impact Assessment of National Roads Schemes ï A Practical 
Guide, Revision 1, November 2008 

¶ Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on Carrying Out 
Environmental Impact Assessment, DoECLG, March 2013,  

¶ Circular Letter PL 1/2017 and associated Key Issues Consultation Paper, 
dated 16th May 2017 from the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government, and 

¶ Preparation of guidance documents for the implementation of EIA Directive 
(Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by 2014/52/EU)/18, Screening Annex 1 to 
the final Report, ENV/07.0201/2015/SI2.723866/ETU/A3, April 2017.   

2.3. Environmental Factors to be Considered in the EIA Screening 

Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as amended, 
outline the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by a 
proposed development.  Further to the aforementioned 2014 EIA Directive the 
environmental factors to be considered in EIA have also been amended.  The list 
below takes into consideration both existing factors and amendments: 

¶ Human beings/population and human health,  
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¶ Flora and Fauna/biodiversity with particular reference to species and habitats 
protected under Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC, 

¶ land,  

¶ soil,  

¶ water,  

¶ air/climatic factors  

¶ the landscape, 

¶ material assets, including the architectural and archaeological heritage, and 
the cultural heritage, 

¶ the inter-relationship between the above factors 
 
This EIA screening will therefore assess each of the above factors in order to 
ascertain if the development is likely to significantly affect the environment.  In 
addition to screening for EIA, a Habitats Directive Assessment under Article 6 of the 
Habitats Directive was also undertaken.  Where relevant the HDA informed the EIA 
screening.   

3. EIA Screening 

3.1. Project Location 

The development site is located off Green Street in the centre of Dingle town.  The 
location of the Part 8 site is shown in Figure 2-1 & Figure 3-1. 

3.2. Project Description 

There is an existing car park located adjacent to (south of) St Maryôs RC Church on 
Green Street, Dingle.  This Part 8 proposes to extend the car park into an adjoining 
greenfield site to the west.  The layout of the proposed Part 8 is shown in Figure 3 1.   
The proposed works will include the following: 

Å The removal of a section of stone wall that forms part of the entrance to St 

Maryôs RC Church (c.15m).  This is required to facilitate the widening of 

the existing entrance to accommodate 2-way traffic.  

Å This redesigned entrance will also incorporate a revised entrance to the 

adjoining Parish Offices of St. Maryôs Church. 

Å The provision of LED public lighting throughout the facility. 

Å The provision of adequate pedestrian access. 

Å The enhancement and resurfacing of the existing car park. 

Å The construction of an additional 84 car parking spaces. 

Å All associated ancillary and accommodation works.  

Å The works, as proposed, will result in the provision of a total of approximately 

100 car parking spaces, an increase of 75 on its current capacity. 

The Part 8 will require the following physical works: 

Å The site will be stripped of topsoil which will be retained on site for 

landscaping.  Any excess topsoil will be used as retaining material to the 

south of the car park extension. 

Å A geotextile shall be placed at formation level. 
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Å A positive drainage system shall be provided along the southern side of the 

car park and connected to the surface water network. 

Å Suitable inert fill material shall be imported to site for sub-base ï either from a 

permitted quarry or material compliant with Article 27 of the European 

Communities (Waste Directive) Regulations 2011, S.I. No. 126 of 2011, 

as required by the EPA. 

Å Car park and footpaths shall be prepared with CL804 material.  

Å Provision of concrete footpaths with associated ducting for public lighting. 

Å Surfacing of car park with suitable wearing course material. 

 
All works are expected to be completed within a two-month time-frame after 
commencement.  The works should also be reviewed in the context that best 
practices in the environmental management of construction works will be undertaken 
on site ï as detailed below. 

3.2.1. Environmental Management of Construction Works 

Silt Management 

¶ Stockpiles of construction materials to be stored away from any adjacent 
watercourses to the site so as to reduce the risk of material entering drains 
and the surface water system during rainfall events. 

¶ Best management practices to prevent silt entering adjacent watercourses will 
be utilised, including straw bale and / or managed silt trap installations, as 
appropriate. Silt laden material will not to be permitted to build up in any 
adjacent land drains / watercourses. 

¶ Vegetation cover will be maintained where possible or regrown prior to the 
first winter season after commencement of construction, in order to provide a 
buffer to overland flow which may transport sediment from the site into 
watercourses. 

Water Pollution Management 

¶ Contractors will adhere to the following guidance document when working out 
works in or near watercourses.  óControl of Water Pollution from Construction 
Sites ï Guidance for Consultants and Contractorsô published by CIRIA (2001) 
and NRA Guidelines (2006) 

Oil spill risk management 

¶ Re-fuelling will be restricted to allocated re-fuelling areas with oil spill 
containers / kits provided.   

¶ Waste oils and fluids generated during the construction phase will be 
collected in leak-proof containers and removed from the site for proper 
disposal. 

¶ All spills from fuels or hydraulic fluids will be cleaned up immediately and any 
contaminated soil will be removed from the site and disposed of through a 
licensed contractor. Each machine driver will be equipped with and trained to 
use an oil spill kit. Any indication of an oil spill encountered during the works 
should be reported to the Project Engineer. 

Waste Management 
Contractor(s) will be responsible for the management and disposal of their 
own waste, including waste oils and fluids generated during the construction 
phase, in accordance with their individual Waste Management Plans. All 
hazardous wastes will be in sealed, labeled drums and stored in lockable 
chemical cabinets. 
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Figure 3-1  Proposed layout of the existing and proposed car park off Green Street, Dingle, Co Kerry screened in this report. 
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3.3. Human Beings/Population and Human Health  

The proposed Part 8 site is located off Green Street in Dingle town.  The existing car 
park is directly beside St Maryôs RC Church and parish offices.  This project aims to 
extend the existing car park as shown in Figure 3-1 into a proposed greenfield site to 
the west.   
 
Dingle town returned a population of 1621 in the latest census2.  However, it would 
have a significantly higher population during the tourist season.  The site is located in 
a busy thoroughfare through Dingle town and is presently a well-used car park.   
 
At construction no permits or licences for any emissions to land, air, surface or 
ground water will be required.  The works required are not complex and/or require 
difficult engineering works.  It is a standard construction project.  The project will see 
the improvement of an existing car park and its extension into a new green field site.   
 
At operation site drainage will connect to the existing town drainage in place.  No 
other emissions/discharges to land, air or groundwater that require a permit/licence 
will result from the development at operational stage.   
 
The works at construction or operational stage will not produce hazardous waste 
and/or emissions.  All works will be guided by a Waste Management Plan as detailed 
in Section 3.2.1. 

3.4. Biodiversity with particular reference to species and habitats protected 
under Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC 

The development site is not designated as a European site (Natura 2000 site).  The 
closest European sites are the Mount Brandon cSAC and the Dingle Peninsula SPA 
located c.500m and 2.30Km to the north and south respectively (Figure 3-2 & Figure 
3-3).  The potential for the development to significantly affect a European site is 
addressed separately in the Article 6 Habitats Directive Assessment.  Briefly, the 
HDA screening report determined that the proposed development is unlikely to 
significantly affect a European site.  An Appropriate Assessment was not required.   
 
There is one pNHA designation in close proximity to the project ï the Mount 
Brandaon pNHA.  It follows the same boundaries of the cSAC and is designated for 
the same habitats.  It is taken as the same designation for the remainder of this 
report.   
 
The nearest watercourses are various tributaries of the Milltown Stream located 1km 
to the west and 260m to the southeast, respectively (Figure 3-4).  There is no 
watercourse is the immediate environs of the Part 8 site.  
 
The proposed development site is located within the 10km Grid Square G40.  
According to the NPWS map viewer several recordings of the Killarney Fern are 
recorded within the square3.  The full list is provided at 
http://webgis.npws.ie/npwsviewer/.    
 
 

                                                
2 http://airo.maynoothuniversity.ie/external-content/kerry [accessed 23/11/17] 
3 http://webgis.npws.ie/npwsviewer/[accessed 20/11/17] 

http://webgis.npws.ie/npwsviewer/
http://airo.maynoothuniversity.ie/external-content/kerry
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Figure 3-2  Location of the proposed Part 8 relative to the Mount Brandon cSAC 
(hatched red). 

 
 
 

 
Figure 3-3  Location of the proposed Part 8 relative to the Dingle Peninsula SPA 
(hatched red). 

 
 
 




































